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Meaningful Use Prep Webinar: Q & A Session

Q:	With SP12, will there be a more comprehensive medication widget?  How will it interact with 		e-Prescribing?
A:	Yes. When DrFirst is integrated with simplifyMD SP12 the Advanced Medication Widget will be 		utilized to allow for the sync of data between simplifyMD and DrFirst (our e-Prescribing			partner).  The next webinar in the series, “eRx Integration,” will show how simplifyMD and		DrFirst will work seamlessly to prevent your practice from duplicate entry of data in SP12.

Q:	When will SP12 be rolled out to customers?
A:	SP12 will be rolled out to customers beginning in late July/early August and throughout September.  Depending on the group your practice is in will determine when you receive SP12 during that time span.

Q:	Will DrFirst pull over medications added to the medications widget?
A:	Yes, it will.  This will all be covered in your next webinar in the series, “eRx Integration.”

Q:	Has CMS provided an exemption to the MIPPA penalties for those that do not e-prescribe 	before June 30 that DO meet Meaningful Use before the end of the year?
A:	There is a proposed rule that an exemption be given to those who attest to Meaningful Use in 2011.  This rule has not yet passed.  We will be checking CMS’ website regularly and will make	 all information available to you on our website.  Please check back regularly on the CMS website for updates as well.  www.cms.gov 

Q:	Won’t providing PHR create a lot of administrative overhead?
A:	On the contrary, the implementation of the PHR in your practice is pretty hands off to your staff and will likely MAKE the practice money. By adding the PHR sign up form to your check-in packet to inform the patient of the PHR, your staff can then just collect the credit card information from the patient when he/she pays their co-pay. That’s about how invasive it is to your practice. 


	When patient’s have access to their medical information online (ONLY ONCE IT’S BEEN SIGNED OFF), we have found that there are less calls to the practice.

Q:	What if I have patients that do not want to supply their race or ethnicity – will I not qualify for MU?
A:	No, legally patients are not required to supply their race/ethnicity if they do not wish to.  Therefore an add’l checkbox of “Patient prefers not to disclose” should be added to your forms.

Q:	In SP12 you mentioned that there will be a temporary complimentary PHR for patients to access to meet one of the MU requirements – how long can the patient access it?
A:	In SP12 you will be able to set the expiration date for your patient’s temporary login into their PHR for up to 30 days. Once the patient checks out from their visit (and is given their temporary login information), the clock starts on their access. MU guidelines state that you must provide patients with timely electronic access to their health information to include lab results, problem list, medication lists and allergies within 4 business days of the information being available. Therefore, if you do not get your lab results back for upto 6 days post visit, you’ll want to enable your temporary login for patients to expire 10 days post visit.
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